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understood the fun in the following skit which his father
wrote and sent him on Christmas night of 1903:

Now when Golden Ebony rescued Sir Pelleas, who
should be passing but King Arthur; he was out for an
afternoon walk with Mrs. Arthur and the little Arthurs.
King Arthur was so pleased with the bravery and adroit-
ness of Golden Ebony that he went right up to him with-
out any formal introduction, and said in his nice, frank
way:

"My boy, I know you, you are Golden Ebony; already
have your deeds of prowess, your wonderful adventures,
and hair-breadth escapes reached the ears of the occupants
of the Round Table. Come, I prithee, with us, and you,
too/5 he said, "Sir Pelleas, and honour our poor board
with your presence. I am King Arthur."

But Golden Ebony had already recognised the famous
monarch, so he bent low his knee and made answer:
" Great King, I shall be overwhelmed with happiness if I
may be a guest in your castle and see with mine own eyes
those sterling knights whose deeds have startled the
world."

Then King Arthur introduced Golden Ebony to his
wife and children, but Sir Pelleas was an old friend and to
him he spoke not, but frowned, thinking it ill befitted a
Knight of the Round Table to be rescued by so young a
soldier as Golden Ebony. After some hesitation, caused
by his great modesty, Golden Ebony addressed the King
again. "If it please your Majesty," said he, "I would
fain bring with me my staunch hound, Fleet Foot, for
without him nowhere do I venture." The King smiled
and made answer: "I like it well, Golden Ebony, that
you show such fidelity to your dog, for if we are not faith-
ful to our friends, how can we expect fidelity from them ?
Bring Fleet Foot by all means, and he shall fare well."

They now approached the drawbridge of the - great
castle. King Arthur took from his trousers pocket a
large golden horn and blew on it sixteen times, and be-
hold, the drawbridge was lowered and all passed across.s governess.ts," I said. "Real estate?" inquired Mr.
